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containing table

tblBAS

explanation of variable

Ethnicity of patient

format of data

numeric. see coding table for valid codings.

exists since HICDEP version

1.30

Coding Table

Codes are hierarchically structured, therefore please indicate most detailed code as possible.

Download this table as CSV file  Download this table as XML file

Code Ethnicity of patient

10 White/Caucasian

20 Black

21 > Sub-Saharan African

22 > Caribbean

23 > African-American

24 > Other Black

30 Hispanic/Latino/Latin American

40 Asian

41 > Chinese

42 > Southeas Asia (e.g. Thai, Vietnamese, Philippino)

43 > Indian Subcontinent (Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi)

44 > Japanese

45 > Other asian

50 Indigenous people from Americas or Alaska Native

60 Indigenous people from other continents/locations

70 Other ethnic groups

71 > Maghrebian

72 > Middle East/Arabic

73 > Turkish

74 > Roma people/Gypsy (whichever is term is acceptable)

xxyy(zz)
Mixed race/ethnicity. Combine 2-digits numbers from above (e.g. 1020 for

white+black)

98
Prohibited (there are countries with legal restrictions to collect information

on ethnicity)

99 Unknown

Limitations

The definition of ethnicity is complex and there is no ideal definition for all countries and for all times. Likewise is the definition of race and though 

conceptually different from ethnicity, they are often used interchangeably. As described by many authors, ethnicity is a fluid and imprecise concept 

heavily influenced by societal views. If definition of ethnicity is complex, inevitably its categorization will be complex too. The definition and categorization 

used in HICDEP acknowledges these limitations and aims by no means to solve the intense international debate of this issue but to provide a

http://www.hicdep.org/wiki/Hicdep_1.100/TableBas
http://www.hicdep.org/wiki/Hicdep_1.100/TableBas/FieldEthnic#CodingTable
http://www.hicdep.org/wiki/Hicdep_1.30
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homogeneous and practical approach for HIV research. We have partially used existing administrative classifications as they provide the advantage to

have, in some instances, census population denominators but are invariably too detailed for practical use in the context of HICDEP.

We suggest users to ask themselves ?why is this variable necessary to answer my research question?? to avoid some of the common mistakes

highlighted in the publications below which have attributed to exclusively biological and/or genetic traits differences heavily influenced by the profound

social, cultural and political differences inherent to those categories. We aim to provide a standardized definition that, in addition to the information on

country or region of birth already collected within HICDEP, can be used by cohort studies of HIV infected people from different countries. Therefore, in

order to encompass these different scenarios, some terms may have little meaning for some settings. Finally, this classification allows for multiple options

and whenever possible, should be based on the patients? self-identification.
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